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Land Grants, Small Holding Claims, and Reservations, Part 1

Introduction

Hello my name is Paul Hickey, | am currently the BLM Indian Lands Surveyor stationed at the
BIA Southwest Regional office in Albuquerque.

Foreign Grants, Small

Holding Claims, Private
Claims, and Reservations

| started my survey career on a Forest Service Survey crew back in 1976. | decided I liked it so |
went to college for it and while a student at Oregon Institute of Technology, | got involved in the
BLM co-op program and | signed on in 1979 and have beddhM employee ever since.

| hired on as a permanent employee and | have worked in Alaska, New Mexico, Oregon and then
back in New Mexico. So | have worked in the field, | have worked in the Gaugr&oordinate
Database and | hawtso workedasareve wer . |1 6ve been i n my currert
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Course Goals

Alright well | etds get the formalities out of
overhead here and go over the lesson goals. Given a survey request, reestablishidbe requi
boundaries of foreign grant, small holding claim, private claim, or reservations according to

laws, court decisions, and the Manual of Surveying Instructions.

Then we wil |l have to go over the | esupomn objec
the overhead.

Course Goals

Given a survey request, reestablish the
required boundaries of foreign grants, small
holding claims, private claim, or reservation

according to laws, court decisions, and the
Manual of Surveying Instructions, 1973.

Course Objectives

And the lesson objectives we are going to describe the historical events impacting the resurvey
of foreign grants, small holding claims, private claims, and reservations. Then g@rag¢o

identify and analyze the various title and survey records related to these types of surveys and
explain where to find these records.

Discuss the various dependent resurvey issues related to foreign grants, small holding claims,
private claims, and reservations.
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Course Objectives

A Describe the historical events impacting the
resurveys of foreign grants, small holding claims,
private claims, and reservations.

A Identify and analyze the various title and survey
records related to these types of surveys and
explain where to find these records.

A Discuss the various dependent resurvey issues
related to foreign grants, small holding claims,
private claims, and reservations.

So, we are going to talk about historical events, we are going to talk about the racdrithen
we are going to talk about dependent resurvey. So we are going to spend quite a bit of time on
history. So were going to go right to that.

History

What | want you to do right now is just think back to your 11th grade history class and think

about where you live and where you think it became part of the United States under what
acquisition. Was it from France, was it from Mexico, or from Russia? tiherdwe will go to

the next slide and webll see i f you guessed r

So herebs the next slide, you can see from th
you would live in an area that was came about under the Louisiana Rurchas
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If you live in the Southwest it came from Mexico, then we have Texas down here. Louisiana

came from the French, part of the Louisiana Purch8se. as you can see itos
know where, how, where you livame from because there are many different survey types that
came about because the United States, as they acquired this land their main goal was to protect
the valid existing property rights to those that were already living there.

Topics of Discussion

The topics of discussion, we are going to talk about foreign grants; French, Russians ,Spanish
and Mexican. We are going to be talking small holding claims, private claims, reservations,
which include military reservations, Indian reservations, naticauikisy and monuments.
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Topics of Discussion

A Foreign Grants
T French
T Russian
T Spanish and Mexican

A Small Holding Claims
A Private Claims

A Reservations
T Military Reservations
T Indian Reservations
T National Parks and Monuments

So you may not work on all of these in your ¢
least one of these types of surveys.

Why do | need to know this?

Why do cadastral surveyors need tmWw about these types of surveys? Like | said before,
thereds a great possibility you will work on
to know the history of the type of survey, especially if you work in New Mexico. We have all
thesedifferent types of surveys.
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Why do Cadastral Surveyors
need to know about these types
of surveys?

A There is a great possibility that you will
encounter at least one of these types of
surveys sometime during your career.

i Especially in New Mexico 1 we have them all!

A Just in case you get bored with dealing
with the nice neat
rectangular survey system.

We have land grants, Spanish grants, Mexican grants, military reservations, Indian reservations,
small holding claims, and private claims.

So if you get bored with the nice neat squares ofébngular survey system this is what you
want to work on, thesenenect angul ar surveys. So |1 6d |ike t
give an example.

This is a map itdéds a little hard t o aseegight but ,
between Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Santa Fe. There is probably about 25 or 30 of them.

| have highlighted in yellow the ones that the BLM has recently done surveys relating to. We

have the town of Alameda Grant right here, on the elfhere is the Penticliff National

Monument we did a survey on that, and it is i
not filled in with these squares. Or the sections of the PLSS rectangular survey system, but the
white areas because thegre patented as private land the GLO and BLM did not go inside and

put the sections in, but fortunately within the Indian pueblos, they are shown here, all these

di fferent areas, they extended the pudulic | an
keys, so if you see a big open area with no sections in it that was patented as a grant in its

entirety to private individuals.
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History why is it important?

As cadastral surveyors when we are resurveying the boundary of federal interest lands, we are
required to restore the corners in their true original locations according to the best available
evidence. And that is a statement that is on our plats wheesteilok a resurvey. We are

required to follow in the footsteps of the original surveyor.

I know thatdéds a clich® that we use a | ot.
follow in those steps to find the tracts from the original surveys.

History: Why is it important?

A As cadastral surveyors, resurveying the
boundaries of federal interest lands, we are
r e g ui rraestdre theocoriiers in their true
original locations according to the best
available evidence.0

Awe mufgllow infithe footsteps of the
original surveyoro ( but 1 to6s s
difficult to find his tracks).

Curtis Brown who wrote some important books about boundary evidence, he states in his book
that the federal law, the boundary of the public lands when approved and accepted are
unchangeable. That shows the necessitynderstanding how the original surveyors set the
boundaries. Knowing how and why the surveyor established the line, where he did is the
foundation for understanding where obliterated and lost corners should be reestablished.
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History: Why is it important?

A Curtis Brown:

T The Fedethabountaaes of thé public
lands, when approved and accepted, are
unchangeable, 06 i ndi cates t he
understanding how the original surveyor set
the boundaries.

T Knowing how and why a surveyor established
the lines where he did is the foundation for
understanding where obliterated and lost
boundaries should be reestablished.

Land Grants

Well why am | especially interested in Spanish land grants? Well the reason why is | live inside
Spanish land grant, the town of Alameda grant which was established in 1710 and | can see
another one across the Rio Grande, the SandiddGeant established in 1748.

Why am | especially interested
In Spanish Land Grants?

| live inside a Spanish
Land Grant (the Town
of Alameda Grant,
established 1710) and
| can see another one
across the Rio Grande
(the Sandia Pueblo
Grant, established
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Looking at this photograph, this is a picture of the street where | live in Rio Rancho, New

Me xi co. I f you | ook in the foreground of the
you | ook across the other side where 1 t06s wunde
thing about it.

When the Sandia Puebl o Grant was established
have enough land there to get their full amdorthe west, so they came up with an agreement in

the documentation that they would be able to graze their cattle, their live stock on the west side

of the Rio Grande, forever. Their descendents could do it forever.

And | think it was interesting because | |ive
seen any cattle or horses grazing in that area and | think that is because most of our yards are
made of rock in Rio Rancho because its pretty dry. | thabghtvas in interesting thing.

Major Events

Web6ll talk about the major events related to
Purchase from France, 1848 the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with Mexico.

Major events related to Foreign
Grants
A 180371 Louisiana Purchase from France

A 1848 i Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with
Mexico

A 18537 Gadsen Purchase from Mexico
A 1867 i Alaska Purchase from Russia

That was aftethe MexicarAmerican War. 1853, the Gadsen Purchase from Mexico, and the
1867 Alaska Purchase from Russ&o we are going to see how these events influence how we
would survey, the types of surveys that are related to these foreign grants and thisse eve

This is probably one of the most important slides | think in this presentation. The protection of
valid existing property rights.
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Protection of Valid Existing
Property Rights

A In the official language authorizing each
acquisition, the United States agreed to
honor all valid existing property rights.

A In order to protect those rights, the
government was required to survey and
patent the claims so that the landowners
could receive clear title to their lands.

The official language authorizing each acquisition, the United States agreed to honor the valid
existing property rightsAnd | went through and looked at all these legislations, the
documentation of these treaties and purchases and all of them talkedahoring these

existing property rights and I think that is an important goal we have as surveyors, that we, the
way we do our surveys we take into account the property rights, the valid existing property
rights, and we protect those. In order to prbtkeose rights the government was required to
survey and patent the claims so the land owners could receive clear titles to their lands.

French Grants

French grants weoll talk about. Article 3
the ceded territory shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty

property.
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French Grants

A Article 3 of the Louisiana Purchase (April
30, 1803) states:
inThe i nhabitants of

be maintained and protected in the free
enjoyment of their liberty, property, and

Religion which they pr

A The Acts of 1806:

I Called for the survey of private claims within
the Louisiana Territory. Settlers were to pay
deputy surveyors $3 per mile.

| bolded property because thatdés what we are
which they profess. The Aof 1806, called for the survey of private claims within the Louisiana
Purchase, and settlers were set to pay deputy surveyors 3 dollars per mile. Our costs have gone
up a little bit since then but thatods what it

Further, with Frenclsrants there is an Act of 1811 that provided special instructions for the
survey of these grantsThe grants that bordered on any river, creek, bayou, or water course. Of
course most of these grants were along the rivers because that was their abmsord their

water for living and for farming.
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French Grants
A Act of 1811, Sec. 5:

i Provided special instructions for the survey of French
and Spanish grants fAborde
bayou, orwater-c our se. 0

T Tracts were not to exceed 40 arpents in depth, French
measure. French river tracts traditionally contained
five arpents river frontage and 40 arpents depth, or
200-square arpens in area.

' Deputy surveyors were instructed to lay out tracts of
14.50 chains x 116.25 chains = 168.56 acres (See
Figure 23, A History of the Rectangular Survey

System)

An important thing, the tracts were not to exceed 40 arpents depths French major. We will talk
about what an arpent is later.

The French river tracts usually contaiafpentsriver frontage and 4@rpents depth. Or 200
squarearpentsin area. Deputy surveyors were instructed to lay out tracks that were 14.5 chains

by 116.25chans o t hey were | ong skinny | ots, tracts
History of Rectangular Survey System, he talks about these French Grants.
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Parallel to straight
front tine ——-

Straight line drawn
aleng general cour‘se[

of stream.--

I4.50 chs = 4.9285 arpents
i16.25 chs = 39.962 arpents

This is the slide of the typical grants along the river. You can see they are long and skinny. You
may run into something like this.

| 6d | i k e erttead agdqust shove yowthe results of these French Grants. This an aerial
photo where you can see the river going through and you can see all these long skinny lots
extending out from the rivers.

So itds very interestitheglandpatierns develsped, Fase@anaviimt Gr a
the surveyors were instructed to survey, and that was the traditional way of doing it. That way

more people had river frontage that way even though they had a smaller amount. But more

settlers could have acceéssthe river.
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French Grants

A An arpent is technically an area measurement,
but by common usage it became known as the
length of one side of a square arpent.

A Arpents varied in size in different states. In

Louisiana:
T 1arpent =0.845 acre
i 1 side of a square arpent = 191.85 feet = 2.91 chains

AAl'l the AFrench Tractso
within Louisiana townships were given section
numbers. (See Figure 24, A History of the
Rectanqgular Survey System)

Webll talk about what arpents are. Arpents a
familiar with, but ités technically an area m

But with common usage it became known as the lengbtmefside of a square arpent. So

arpents vary in size in different states. But in Louisiana where we were talking about the French
Grants here, one arpent was about 0.845 acres. One side of a square arpent would be 191.85 feet
or 2.91 chains. All the Ench tracts and private claims within Louisiana townships were given
section numbers in some of the townships. I
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G e T e S s
e

T L~

|l f you take a |l ook here, itdéds not somet hing

w

we start, with section 39 up here then we hayv

used to seeing townships with 36 sections and these wene gg¢tion numbers along the river.
It is something unique to that area that you

Russian Grants

Alright 1 would like to go to the next slide and talk about Russian Grants. In 1867, the U.S.
purchased Alaska from Russia for 7.2 million dollars in gold.
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Russian Grants

A'In 1867, the United States purchased
Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million in gold.

A The Act of March 30, 1867 (15 Stat. 539),

Article 2, states that all lands are ceded to

the U.S., except ndpr

property. 0

i Article 2 also says that the churches built by
the Russian government
property of such members of the Greek
Oriental Church resident in the territory, as
may choose to worship

| was thinking about that laayrofta2tsoing refiebpjtchert hat 6 s
in the major leagues is. But back in 1867 that was a lot of money, 7.2 million. People thought

the U.S. was pretty foolish for buying Alaska. But we found out over the years that they were

wrong about thatThe Act d March 30, 1867, is the legislation that talks about the Russian, the
purchase of Russia, or the purchase of Alaska from Russia.

It states that all lands are ceded to the U.S. except private individual property, and there that is
again, we talked abotitearlier, emphasizing protecting valid existing property. And there it is
in the wording of this document.
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Russian Grants

A In Alaska, the government surveyed valid
Russian claims by metes and bounds and
identified them as U.S. Surveys.

i See U.S. Survey No. 474, Russian Greek
Church Mission Reserve at Three Saints Bay
(now Old Harbor) on Kodiak Island.

Article Two al so states that the church is bu

property of such mebers of the Greek Oriental Church, residents in the territory may choose to
worship therin.o

In Alaska, the Government surveyed valid Russian claims by metes and bounds, and identified
them as U.S. Surveys. Mike Harmening has spoken earlier. He gaveam @f one of those

U.S. Surveys that shows a Russian Greek Church mission reserve, at Three Saints Bay, or now
Old Harbor on Kodiak Island. So here is a copy of that plat.
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l'tds interesting igsdouhe crassonshe missibrhchurch whithkemight be r e
one of the things that you would have to do to reestablish the corner. All these corners have a tie
up to the cross on top of the church. So | thought that was kind of intereStrtbis is one of

the examples that | found of the Russian Grants in Alaska.

At the height of the Russian America, the Russian population only reaches 700. So you know the
size of Alaska, there were only 700 Russians at that time that they thought they owned it, or they
didnd6t because they sold it to us.

The local Alaska Natives did not believe the Russians were entitled to sell Alaska but they sold it
anyway. So Alaska Native claims were not fully addressed until the latter half of‘the 20

century. With the signing ohe Alaska Natives Settlement Claim Act. And you as surveyors in
Alaska know all about that. That really got us on board for a lot of surveying activities, because
of that.
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Russian Grants

A At the height of Russian America, the
Russian population only reached 700.

A The local Alaska Natives did not believe
the Russians were entitled to sell Alaska,
but they sold it anyway.

A Alaska Native claims were not fully
addressed until the latter half of the 20t
Century, with the signing of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act.

Spanish and Mexican Grants

Now we willmoveond Spani sh and Mexican Grants.

more familiar with this, living in New Mexico.

Spanish and Mexican Grants

A Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo i February 2,
1848 (9 Stat. 922):
I Ended the Mexican-American War and ceded

335 million acres to the U.S., in all or parts of
the present-day states of New Mexico,
Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Arizona, Nevada
and California.

Non-Rectangular Surveys
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What | would like to talk about first is the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; it was February 2, 1848.

| 6ve provided the statue there so you can | oo
interesting to read the actual wording in the documents. This treaty ended the Mexieacan

War and ceded 335 million acres to the U.S. and all or parte girédsentiay states of New

Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Arizona, Nevada, and California.

Well |l etbébs |l ook at this map here. ltds a ver
belonged to Mexico, before the Mexican War.

As you can see which | found interesting is that everything east of the Rio Grande was actually
part of Texas. And thatdés why | have figured
kind of talk that wawywffandThhéepwssbpgcayaeéel i 66
Texas over there until it became a part of t
area the southwestern United States, and that is the part that is ceded to the United States, as a

resultoft he Treaty of Guadalupe Hidal go. So wedr e
area.
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The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, that was a town in Mexico, 1848. Articles 8 and 9 of the
treaty provided for the protection of the property rights.

Spanish and Mexican Grants

A Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848:

TArtic
terri
free
the property which they possess in the said
territorieséo

T Articles 8 and 9 of the Treaty provided for the

protection of the property rights of Mexican nationals
living within the ceded territory.

|l e 8 states:
tories previou
to continue whe

T The U.S. was required to recognize title to all valid

Spanish and Mexican land grants.

There is that word property rights of Mexican Nationals living within the ceded territory. We

have seen so far that the wording for the Louisiana Purchase mentioned property rights and the

Russian Purchase mentioned property sgimd here we have it again in the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo.

Article

8 of that Treaty, states

iMexi cans

to Mexico, shall be free to continue where they now reside, retaining the propertythgyich

possess

in

Mexican Land Grants. And we will learn more about that.

t Hriee UsSiwds requéredrtoi reécagmize ttle to all valid Spanish and
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Spanish and Mexican Grants

A The Gadsen Purchase i 1853:

I Added an additional 19 million acres in
present-day New Mexico and Arizona and
contained the same provisions for protecting

property rights as the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo.

Also in the Gadsen Purchase which took place in 1853, ddatdean additional 19 million acres
in present day New Mexico and Arizona. Thato
had the same provisions for protecting the property rights as the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

These are some important @sit It just shows the long history in New Mexico. 1598, Spain
began to colonize New Mexico. 1610, Santa Fe was established as the capital. There is still a

building called the Palace of Governors, which was the original capital building and it is still
standing there.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants

A Timeline:
T 1598 - Spain begins colonization of New Mexico

' 161(; I Santa Fe established as capital of New Mexico (oldest in
u.s.

| 168071 Pueblo Revolt, Spanish records destroyed, Spanish
retreat to El Paso

| 16841 First written authority to make Spanish land grants

| 16921 Spain reconquers New Mexico, reestablishes capital in
Santa Fe

| 17061 Albuquerque established

| 182171 Mexican independence from Spain
| 18481 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

| 18531 Gadsen Purchase

The oldest capital in the United States is in Santa Fe. 1680, there was a Pueblo Revolt, the
Spanish had come in and tried to colonize and they had brought priests in and they tried to
convert the local Indians. The Pueblos got together and they reaghatst the Spanish and

drove the Spanish out and many of the Spanish records were destroyed. The Spanish retreated
down to El Paso, Texas.

In 1684, there was the first written authority to make Spanish Land Grants. Then 1692, Spain re
conquered New Mxico, and they reestablished the capital in Santa Fe. In 1706, Albuquerque
was established; they just had their 300th anniversary. 1821, Mexican Independence from Spain.
1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and then, 1853 the Gadsen Purchase.obbisttoy

in New Mexico relating to these land claims.
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Types of Grants

We 61 | move on here to the types of grants.
Land Grants.

Types of Grants

A Two main types of Spanish and Mexican
land grants:
I Private grants 1 to individuals
I Community grants i to groups of individuals

There was private grants to individuals to some person that might have done something for the
King or for the Governor where they would be rewarded with a grant of land. That would be a
private grant.Then there are community grants that were grantegréups of individuals that

were building a village or getting together to start a town.
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Types of Grants

A For community grants, procedures also
provided for the establishment of towns
centered around a central plaza, with
home lots, each entitled to an allotment of
farming land - later known as Small
Holding Claims.

A During the colonization of California,
grants were also given for missions
(religious), presidios (military), pueblos
(civil), and ranchos (individuals).

And for community grants there were procedures that provided for establishment of towns
centered around a central plaza with hoats &nd they are each entitled to an allotment of

farming and some of these | ater became known
later.

Then there are community grants that were granted for groups of individuals that were building a
village or getting together to start a town. During the colonization of California, grants were also
given for Missions, they were religious grant

Then they have Pueblos, which were civil, and Ranchos to those indiéviBoahere is a lot of
that in California and New Mexico and Arizona. So these are the areas that you would run into

these types of grants. | think it is very interesting how they went about obtaining a Spanish
Grant.
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Obtaining a Spanish Grant

Typical procedures were they would have to write a petition to the governor, the governor would
issue an order to the Alcaldi&inor to investigate, he was kind of like a political leader there.

Obtaining a Spanish Grant

A Typical procedures for obtaining a Spanish
land grant:
i Written petition to the Governor.

i Governor issued an order for the alcalde mayor to

investigate.

i Alcalde notified neighboring Indians and Spaniards
who were cited to appear at the land if they had any
adverse claims to petition.

T Alcalde examined the land in presence of adverse
claimants, made a sketch map of the proposed grant,
and submitted a report to the governor.

He would investigate it and the Alcalde would notify the neighboring Indians and Spaniards and
they were to appear on the land if they had any adverse claims against that pétitidhe

Alcalde would examine the land in presence of the adverse claiarahteake a sketch map of

the proposed grant and submit it to the governor.

|l havendt seen any examples of these sketch m
across and it might be helpful for somebody that may have to reestablish patigoétita

The governor once he got the application for the grant, would examine the papers and if he was
convinced that the lands were vacant, public domain with no conflicting claims a title of
possession was prepared it stated the limits of the landl diteen possession was delivered at a
ceremony attended by the Alcalde, two Spanish witnesses, the grantee and the neighboring
Indians.

The Alcalde pointed out the boundaries to the grantee. Who, this is interesting, who tore up grass
and threwrocksmad al |l t hat were present then shouted,
that the grantee was now an undisputed posses
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Obtaining a Spanish Grant

T Governor examined the papers and, if convinced that
the lands were vacant public domain with no
conflicting claims, a title of possession was prepared
stating the limits of the land grant.

I Possession was delivered at a ceremony attended by
the alcalde, two Spanish witnesses, the grantee and
the neighboring Indians. The alcalde pointed out the
boundaries to the grantee who tore up grass and
threw rocks. All presentthen shouted, AiLong | i
t h e K ihasgignifying that the grantee was now in
undisputed possession.

i After living and laboring on the land four years, the
grantee obtained title from the King of Spain.

Well | looked at some of the wording from somelad ictual documents they had been
translated from Spanish and that is exactly what they said; everybody tore up grass, threw rocks,

and shouted, ALong Ilive the King!o I think b
probably throw rocks atthesw ey or and | dondét know i f they w
president. o Anyway thatoés pretty interesting

After they had lived and labored on the land for four years the grantee obtained title from the
King of Spain. So a lot of this was going on backhe 1600s and the 1700s. Mostly the 1700s
and weo6ll find out how that played out as the
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Pueblo Indian Grants

We also want to talk about Pueblo Indian Grants. The Pueblo Indians were living in New
Mexi co and they were not migratory Indians th

Pueblo Indian Grants

A Spain also issued land grants to the Pueblo Indians in
New Mexico.

AAFormal 0o pueblo grant = 1 |
four winds (N, S, E, W) measured from the village church,
or 4 square leagues in area.

T 1league = 5,000 varas = 2.6 miles
T 1vara=33inches = 2.75 feet

A Each side of grant = 2 x 5,000 x 2.75 = 27,500 feet

T Area =27,500 x 27,500 = 756, 250, 000 square feet / 43,560 =
17, 361 acres

A The actual size of the 19 confirmed pueblo grants varied
from 13,520 (Nambe) to 110,080 acres (Isleta).

Nomadic, | guess the word is. They lived in villages they werg advanced. They had their

own irrigation system, they called them acaci
give these formal grants to the Pueblo Indians that lived there. A formal grant, Pueblo Grant,

pueblo means village in Spanish,wa be one league in each direction of the four winds; north,

south, east, west. Measured from the village church or Four Square Leagues.

|l 6ve worked it out on t, Aleagmisiae2.hngleseSoedch e si z
side of the grant would measure out to a league in each direction but anyway it ends up being a
formal pueblo grant would be about 17,361 acres. Well the actual size of the nineteen confirmed
pueblo grants in New Meéco varied from about 13,520 at Nambe to 110,080 acres at Isleta.

Some of the reasons for this were that they might not be feasible for them to get their grant in all

four directions because there might be owners that somebody else might have owmeth&and
west, north, sout h, or east and thatés what h
little bit earlier.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants

The Spanish period in New Mexico lasted 223 years from 1598 until Mexico gained
independence ih821.

Spanish and Mexican Grants

A Spanish period in New Mexico lasted 223 years -
from 1598 until Mexico gained independence in
1821.

A In 1821, Mexico opened trade with the United
States via the Santa Fe Trail.

A Population expanded and the Mexicans began
iIssuing numerous land grants, many large in
size, and more to communities than to
individuals.

I n 1821, Mexico opened up trade with the Unit
things really started opening up down in New Mexico and the southwest.

The population started expanding and the Mexitegan to issue numerous land grants to
develop the land. Many of those grants were very large and most of them were to communities

rather than individuals.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants

A The Mexican period ended in 1848 with the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and it was now
time for the U.S. to sort out the land claims.

A In 27 years (1821-1848), Mexico issued more
land grants, containing greater area, than Spain
had in its 223 years (1598-1821) of occupation.

A Of the 800-plus California rancho grants made,
Spain granted approximately 30 and the rest
were granted by Mexico.

The Mexican period ended in 1848 with the Treaty of Guadalugal¢ti as we talked about.
And it was time then for the U.S. to sort out the land claims because they said they would honor
existing property rights.

In summary, in 27 years, Mexico was in possession of New Mexico and that area of the
southwest. They is®d more land grants containing greater area than Spain had issued in its 223
years, since 1598, since they had occupied it.

Of the 800 plus California Rancho Grants made, Spain granted approximately 30 and the rest
were granted by Mexico. So | fourttat pretty interesting.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants in California

They were pretty good in California they knew they had to get on this right away, in 1848 was
the Treaty.

i 2 V . : *' -
Spanish and Mexican Grants

in California

AAct of March 3, 1851
and Settle Private L
T Established Board of Land Commissioners.
| Burden of proof placed on individuals seeking confirmation of
private land claims.

| Average time from petition to patent was 17 years (some took 35-
40 years).

| 604 claims confirmed in California (containing approx. 9 million
acres); 190 claims rejected.

' Once confirmed, survey of | and
expense.

| Patent issued after survey approved (not always to the original
claimant).

(
n

9 St a
and CI a

1851 they came up with an Act to settle private land claims in the state of California. They
established a board of land commissioners. The burden of proof was placed on the individual
seeking confirmation for their land claim. The average time fronigreto patent was 17 years

and some took 35 to 40 years to get through. There were 604 claims confirmed in California and
they contained 9,000,000 acres. 190 claims were rejected.

Once confirmed, the survey of pehseandapatent was pe
was i ssued after the survey was approved but
because it took so many years to get a lot of them through.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants In New Mexico

They finally had an Act in 1854 thastablished the Office of the Surveyor General of New
Mexico. And he had quite a few duties but among his duties were to ascertain the origin nature
character in extent of all claims to land under the law, usages, and customs of Spain and
Mexico.

Spanish and Mexican Grants

in New Mexico

A Act of July 22, 1854 (10 Stat. 308):
1 Established the office of Surveyor General of New Mexico

ASurveyor General 6s

n,

0

i Ascertain Athe origi

claims to lands under the laws, usages, and customs of
Spain and Mexico. 0

' Submit a recommendation for each claim to the Secretary
of the Interior who would forward it to Congress for final
action.

A If Congress decided to confirm the grant, an official
survey would be made and a patent issued.

So he was to sort out these land claims that were made to the Mexicans and the Spanish before it
became part of the United States. He was to submit a recommendation for each claim to the
Secretary of Interior who would forwartto Congress for final action. If Congress decided to
confirm the grant, an official survey would be made and a patent would be issued.
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Spanish and Mexican Grants in

New Mexico
A Land Claims Confirmed by Congress, 1854-
1880:

i 180 non-Indian claims presented to Surveyor General,
approximately 135 transmitted to Congress, and only
46 confirmed (containing approx. 8.6 million acres).

" In addition, Congress confirmed 18 Pueblo Indian
Claims (containing approx. 567, 000 acres).

i Confirmed grants ranged in size from 57.18 acres
(Gaspar Ortiz Grant) to 1,714, 764.94 acres (Maxwell
Granti size of about 74 townships).

There was the land claims, Congress confirmed the Spanish and Mexican Land Gwnaedn be

1854 up to 1880. There was 180 Aaodian claims presented to the Surveyor General.
Approximately 135 made it to Congress and only 46 of them got confirmed. They contained
approximately 8.6 million acres. Additionally, Congress confirmed 18 Bu&fants containing
approximately 567,000 acres. The grants that were confirmed by Congress ranged in size from
57.18 acres all the way up to 1,714,764.94 acres and that was the Maxwell Grant. To put that in
perspective, | figured out the size of an aggr township and figured that is about 74 townships

so thatdés a very | arge grant and weoll find
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Difficulties

Difficulties that the Surveyor General encountered relating to these grants because he had to
examine the graritles that followed unfamiliar principles of lawMexican laws. That is how
these grants were originally granted under. He had to evaluate evidence that was in a foreign
language which was Spanish. He had to ascertain the grant boundaries thatialre us
described by reference to natural objects which could not be located with certainty.

Spanish and Mexican Grants in

New Mexico

A Difficulties encountered by Surveyor
General:

Examination of grant titles required application of unfamiliar
principles of law (Spanish and Mexican).

| Evaluation of evidence in a foreign language (Spanish).

I Ascertaining grant boundaries usually described by _
reference to natural objects which could not be located with

certainty.
T Adjudication of titles was only one of the duties of the
understaffed and underequi pp

i Primary duty was to supervise the extension of the _
rectangular survey system for the settlement of the public
domain.

The Spanish anthis statement right here is very important because it has been the source of
many controversies over the years. Probably the last couple hundred years because they were
described by these natural objects and nobody could figure out which exact objeatsréhey
talking about.

Another thing the Surveyor General had to do was adjudicate the titles and that was only one of
the duties of the understaffed, and ureguipped Surveyor Generals office had to do. That
sounds familiar, undesudget, undestaffed not enough time that was the same back in the
1850s. The primary duty of the Surveyor General was to extend the rectangular survey system
over the public domain so that settlers could come into New Mexico and settle the state or the
territory.
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Land Grants and the Santé Fe Ring

There are some reasons why they stopped having Congress confirm these grants.

1869 to 1884, the Surveyor Generals Office was linked to a notorious group of individuals
identified as a Santa Fe Ring.

Land Grants
Ri ngo
A1869-1884: Surveyor Ge

| i nked to the notor.

TA group of fambitious, unsct
regarded the confused legal status of the land grants as an
ideal opportunity for adding money and land to their
personal assets. 0

" Notorious ring member, Thomas B. Catron, labeled the
Amost unscrupul ous man in th
as many as 75 different Spanish and Mexican grants.

" Much of his land holdings were acquired as a result of his
professional representation of land grant claimants and by
manipulation of public land laws.

You have probably heard of the Benson Syndicate that was a group that took advantage of the
land laws of the west.

But we also have the Santa Fe Ring which was a group of unscrupulous Anglo lawyers or
Americans from the east that came ¢hand they regarded the confused legal status of the land
grants as an ideal opportunity for adding money and land to their personal assets.

One of the most notorious members of the ring was Thomas B. Catron. He was a very prominent
person in New Mexig history. He has a county named after him but he was labeled from some

of the sources | read, he was labeled as the most unscrupulous man in the southwest. He was an
attorney, that doesndédt mean all att atormeeys ar e
They said he held interest in as many as 75 different Spanish and Mexican Grants.

Much of his holdings were acquired as a result of his professional representation of the land

grant claimants and by the manipulation of the public land |AMisat | mean by that he would

represent somebody, a poor person that was trying to get claim to a land grant and when they
couldnét pay him, wel/l he would just take the
time period, | read, and some of tloeisces was that there would be unsuspected Spanish
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speaking people and some of the Americans would come in there and they would give them a
handful of silver coins and they would say sign this, put your mark on this document here.

Well, little did theyknow they were deeding away the rights to their land, the title to their land.
So there were cases when some American settlers came in and gained title to lands by these
methods that were not exactly on the up and up.

Corruption

There was corruptioninh e New Mexi co Surveyor General 6s
congressman, Steven B. Elkins, which | heard was a law school student classmate of Mr. Catron
who we talked about before.

Corruption in the New Mexico
Surveyor General o

A Influential Congressman Stephen B. Elkins was
able to obtain favorable surveys from the Land
Office and confirmation in Congress.

A As a result, the Maxwell Grant was confirmed for
nearly 2 million acres, even though the Secretary
of the Interior had limited it to 97,000 acres, the
legal maximum under Mexican law.

A Due to inefficiency and corruption, Congress
stopped confirming grants.

That he was able to obtain favorable surveys from the land office in confirmation in Congress.
So there was a lot of influence that could be put on Congress to approve these land claims.

Of

As a result of that, the Maxwell Grant was confirmed fornealy®0 , 000 acr es, t hat

northern New Mexico, Northeastern New Mexico. And even though the Secretary of Interior had
said that it should be limited to 97,000 acres which was the legal maximum under Mexican law,
Congress went ahead and confirmed it kg very large amount. Due to this inefficiency and
corruption, Congress stopped confirming the grants, not too long after that Santa Fe Ring was in
power.

Moving on there became a new president in 1891. His name was President Harrison and they
establshed the Act of March 3, 1891, which established the court of private land claims.
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Now this consisted of 5 ngpartisan judges who had examined and confirmed the claims. There
was stricter criteria for confirmation. Grants that were issued by lessec&hexdficials were
rejected. So back when the Mexicans were in power for those 27 years or so, a lot of people
went around granting land.

Court of Private Land Claims

A Established by Act of March 3, 1891 (26
Stat. 854)

A5 non-partisan judges, examined and
confirmed claims.

A Stricter criteria for confirmation.

A Grants issued by lesser Mexican officials
were rejected.

A Court confirmed 82 claims (approx. 2
million acres)

T Smallest: 200 acres

I Largest: 261,000 acres

It would be | ike me saying dl grthavethepower t hat
to do it then that wasnoét a valid claim. So w
claims that had been issued by the governor of that time that was in the Mexican territory.

Moving on, the court confirmed 82 claims ovieeit time of existence for approximately
2,000,000 acres. The smallest was 200 acres and the largest being 261,000 acres. This is an

example this plat here was done in about the
by Congress.
twasneer confirmed at that time and then a |itt

slide here was about 30 some thousand acres.
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But what actually got confirmed the Ozaliente Grant was about 2,044 acres. That is because
when the court of private land claims examined this, they realized that the claim was only
describing the area along the river, not the area on this entire area that is shown on this plat here.

Sote official final ©plat, 16l go back to this
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I f you | ook up and wup in the right hand corne
is the approval statement by the court of private landhelailf its one that had been confirmed,

it will have it up in that corner there. So if you see a plat like the previous one that shows this

big area but it doesndt have that confirmatio
that grant.

Alright just something to keep in mind when looking at these grant plats is a lot of times the

earlier grants that were confirmed by Congress they would contain larger area, the criteria was

|l ooser, for getting the ¢neathatwsereagpowedbythe so yo
court of private land claims maybe smaller. But they took a lot of effort to try and make sure

that they put the grants where they were supposed to be based on the wording in the original
documents from Spain or Mexico.

Original Surveys of Grants

We | | Il 6d |l i ke to talk about the original suryv
place in the 1850s to the 1890s most of them.

Original Surveys of Grants

A 1850s-1890s, surveyed by Deputy Surveyors
under contract with the U.S. government.

A Some surveyors more competent and honest
than others.

A Paid by the mile.

A The bigger the grant, the more money they

They were surveyed by Deputy Surveyors under canivtls the U.S. Government. Some
surveyors were more competent and honest than others just like now & Haysvere paid by

the mile, so the bigger the grant the more money they nmdoe. some of the difficulties that
were encountered in confirmatiand survey, was the application of the unfamiliar principles of
law.
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Difficulties Encountered in

Confirmation and Survey

A Applications of unfamiliar principles of law
(Sipanish and Mexican) related to land grant
titles.

A Evaluation of evidence in foreign language
(Spanish).

A Many grants issued 150 years before. No living
grantees.

A Metes and bounds parcels, with boundaries
described by reference to natural objects which
could not be located with certainty.

SpanishMexican law related to the grants evaluation of evidence in a foreign language. Many

of the grants were iIissueany5I0i ywiermag sgha&rftoe®0 S 0t
surveyors where the boundaries were. These metes and bounds parcels had boundaries that were
described by reference to natural objects which could not be located with certainty.

That s an i mpor t acadse &ldt of cogtroversy canme neoneb theryeals e
because of this fact.
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Uncertain Boundary Descriptions

Afné on the north the Puebl o Qu
of aqua sarca (clear water) ¢
Martin; and on the east the mountainrange. 6 ( Cundi y
1743)

i & on the north, the ruins o
northerly of the two in the area; on the east the Rio Grande; on
the south a small hill which forms the boundary of the lands of
Luis Garcia; on the west, the prairies and hills for entrance and
exits.o (Town of Al ameda Gr an

né on t khesiegansatrec a l

| ed
(toward) the mainridgec al | ed San
1748)

A Sandia Pueblo Grant east boundary has been in dispute for
over 250 years.

These are just some of the uncertain boundary descriptions that | would like to talk about. On

the north, this iCenddydG@ant ItsagsontleemaththePoeblof or t he
Quemado. On the south, the arroyo of Aqua Sarca which is clear water. On the west the lands of
Juan Martin. On the east, the mountain range
mountain range batise we will find that there are a lot of different way that we can interpret

where the mountain range is, where it starts.

Another one with the town of Alameda Grant from 1710, talks about on the north the ruins of an
old pueblo, being the northerly tife two in the area if that helps narrow it down a little. On the

east the Rio Grande, on the south a small hill which forms the boundary of the lands of Luis
Garci a. On the west, the prairies and hills
description because | live right by there and there are lots of prairies and hills you could call in

that area. So it would have been really difficult for the original surveyor to figure out where that
boundary should go.

Then finally, we talk about omé east the Sierra Madre called Sandia or on toward the main
ridge called Sandia and thatodéds from the Sandi
Grant east boundary because of that vague description and has been in dispute for over 250 years
a n d talk & little bit about that. But first | would like to go to the over head here.

Right now | would like do a little exercise just to help you get a feel for dealing with these

uncertain boundary calls or boundary descriptions. On the overhead | have just a little sketch of

the land claim of Juan Valdez in the middle with his housdande | d . But | etds jus
description says on the east, the mountains, well we have two different ranges of mountains. On

the south the river, but there are two different rivers. On the west the hills and on the north the

lands of Luis Garcia. Welhtat would be a hard one to lay out.
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But just thinking about it if | was the one saying that this is my land claim or | was the one trying
to convince the surveyor what to survey, especially because he gets paid by the mile, he would
say | interpret itd mean this, and he would draw a picture. | would probably, and most of us
should say the farthest river, | would go to the farthest mountain range, and | would to go right
up to the front door of this adjacent landowner and to the farthest hills. Shigk@bout that

and | believe that is what happened a lot when these claims were being, when they went out to

survey the claims, the claimants would say th
range and they meant that far river and up to eighbors door step and they meant that hill
way over there. That s how a | ot of these gr

| would like to point out the area that has been a major dispute regarding the Sandia Pueblo

Grant. If you look at this photographwas taken from the subdivision I live in out in Rio

Rancho, looking east over to the Sandia Pueblo Grant and that is the undeveloped area across the
river there, right in here.

This is the river here, the Rio Grandexdo wher e t he trees are. I f vy
undeveloped area is the Sandia Pueblo land. But the area that was in dispute, if you have been to
Al buquerque, this is the Sandia Crest, the ta

goesug o and therebs a bunch of radio and TV tow
hiked the top a couple times. 1took the tram down though. The problem was that the
description called for the Sandwaspointedome!l | whe
some rocks on the southeast and northeast corner with a big rock with a cross on it and these

were probably decedents of the original grantees and said this is where the boundary goes.
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Then he proceeded to meander along this ridge Wwieh is the front ridge. When your

|l ooking at the mountains you canodt really tel
| pointed out there is a valley there and some high end subdivisions witlhnmilitn, very
expensive hbmes.of Theoplbbs | iving in that area
their land was supposed to go up to this ridge here which is the highest ridge in the crest of the
Sandi abs. That i s what has Whbathappenedastiiley sput e f
filed a lawsuit in | think 1994 then finally in 2003 there was legislation that was passed that

protected this area in between.

This area in here the west face of the Sandi a
used by the Samal Pueblo for traditional uses and for religious ceremonies. There were quite a

few stipulations from those people in those very expensive homes that they could stay there,

those subdivisions could stay there. But that area would never be further devetopedld

always be considered land that could still be used by the public but also had stipulations that it

would forever be used by the Sandia Pueblo. Those of that pueblo. One of the stipulations that |
found that was interesting says that no gamingamnbling could take place in this area so that

meant that they couldndét build a casino on th
area. | thought that was kind of interesting. They wanted to make sure that nothing like that
happened.

The original survey of the east boundary of the Sandia Pueblo Grant took place in 1859.

Original Survey of East Boundary

of Sandia Pueblo Grant

A 1859, R.E. Clements, Deputy Surveyor, determined NE
corner at a rock, about 50 feet high, with a large cross
near the top; and SE corner at a rock, 100 feet high, with
a large cross.

A Corners probably pointed out by descendants of original
grantees.

T (In 1748, Bustamante called for mounds of mud and stone, with
wooden crosses on top, on N. and S. bdrs.)

ACl ements Aimeanderedo the fr
Mountains between the NE and SE corners.

The surveyor was R.E. Clements, he was a Deputy Surveyor. If you remember in 1748 was the
year that the grant was confirmed by Spaithe Sandia Pueblo.
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So it was over 100 years later that the surveyor was out there trying to figure out where the
boundaries went based on the pretty vague description. He determined the northeast corner at a
rock about 50 feet high with a large crogsr the top.

At the southeast corner another rock 100 feet high with another large cross. If you look in the
original field notes youoll find this descrip

These corners were probably pointed out be decedents of the original grariteess n ot knowi
sure of course but none of the living people that were there when the grant was confirmed in

1748 by Spain were still around. In 1748, there was a Spanish General, Bustamante. In his
description, he called for mounds of mud and stortle wood crosses on top on the north and

south boundari es. He didndét say where they we
where they were exactly. So 100 years later a mound of mud and stone, there was no evidence
found by the surveyor ih859.

PLAT

PUEBLO DR SANDIA

Hually Cfimd

sirvigte wnbr Cooct wib e ‘L

Now after Clements found the northeast and the southeast corners he meandered the front ridge
of the Sandia Mountains, which | showed on that previous photograph between the northeast and
southeast corners. This is his final plat approved in 1859.

Showipy t he east boundary here, | 61 | use my mar k

front ridge that he meandered that he surveyed along.

But this area over in here, in fact its about 10,000 acres that was in dispute. Right along here is
themain ridge of the Sandiads and thatdos what t
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interesting case and it is still kind of going on. The Pueblo is requesting a survey by BLM of
that area to get an official survey that shows that area that i3 jyeiserved.

Just in conclusion about the growing | and gr a
unparallel climate and under the generous sun of the rocky mountains, not only does vegetation
grow to enormous size by irrigation. But larmdugts themselves grow immensely without
irrigation. 0O

Growing Land Grants

Aié in the unparallel
the generous sun of the Rocky Mountains,
not only does vegetation grow to enormous
size by irrigation, but land grants
themselves grow immensely 7 without
i rrigation. O

A Stone, A Brief History of the Court of
Private Land Claims, (1903)

That was from a book about a brief history of the court of private land claims. So that concludes
my section on the land grants, and after this we will be talkingtamoail holding claims.

Small Holding Claims

Well now | would like to talk about small holding claims. Not if you have ever worked in New

Mexico you will be familiar with these types of surveys. Because they are all up and down the

Rio Grande Valley. have al so heard they are in other steae
states but | believe they are. But what this involves is the act of March 3,1891, especially section

16 and 17 of that Act.

Talk about these small holding claims, these werengavhere people were living usually along

the rivers but they were irregular in shape so they did not fit the aliquot part descriptions. Like
they coul dndét be described under the Homestea
holding claims. Whatvould happen here is the land office would patent certain small holding
claims without judicial determination. They ¢
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there had to be 20 years of occupation prior to the survey. In section 16 of thataics, atiout
lands that were not yet surveyed by the government.

Small Holding Claims

AAct of March 3, 1891, Sections 16 and 17

' Land Office could patent certain small holding
claims without judicial determination

T Could not exceed 160 acres

' Required twenty years of occupation prior to
survey

I Sec. 16: lands not yet surveyed by
government

i Sec. 17: lands already surveyed (townships)

Section 17 talks about lands that were already surveyed where the townships were already
surveyed. So it would be very interesting for you to actually look up these Acts. You can
usually find them on the internet. If you know the dates of the act anththes of the Act.
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This is showing what they looked like, as you can see they are kind of similar to the French
Grants, where they are kind of long and skinny along the river where they made it so more

people could actually have r i aernNewMegiso t hi s
they were clustered along the Rio Grande. Th

there was water.

| will take a closer vievof this most of the time it will have the names of the settlers and most of
thetimetheywee Spani sh names b e livagitsee fotaldoagtims. wh o hac
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|l f youdll notice these we r-Spanashpeadple hatl emeinand | at e
there are actually names, some what we would call Anglo names. | thinkvleeee Templeton

and Coplin and those different types of names but most of them are Spanish names. Because
those were the original settlers. Small holding claims, what | will talk about is what the Deputy
Surveyors duties were.

Small Holding Claims

A Deputy surveyor:
I ascertained whether a claimant had been in
fcontinuous adverse actual bona fide possession,
residing thereon as his home, of any tract of land or in
connection therewith of of
preceding the survey.

Asur
| egal

veyed in 1890s d e
subdivisions wi t

A Land Office investigated surveys and proofs and
issued patents.
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They had to ascertain whether the claimant had been in continuous adverse actual bona fide
possession residing there as their home on these tracts of land for 20 years preceding the survey.
They were surveyed i n t hatelepaBsa@iGisonsomthinghar | v 190
townships. They were not part of the rectangular survey system, they were totally separate. The
land office investigated the survey and the proofs and they issued patents on these. From an 1896
report of the Surveyor Geral of New Mexico, there were 3,205 small holding claims filed that

year.

Small Holding Claims

A 1896 Report of the Surveyor General of
New Mexico:

i 3,205 small holding claims filed

I Settlers could not obtain title under homestead
| aw because iregalarinshapgar e
and size that they can not be described by
| egal subdivisions. o

Thi i I
00

i s | aw
r peop

was part C
|l e i n the Te

The settlers could not obtain title under the Homestead Law, as | previously mentioned because
the tracts were so irregular in shape and sizethieg could not be described by legal

subdivisions | this report in this law; that this was particularly beneficial to the poor people in the
territory. | would like to talk about a set of special instructions | found.

Non-Rectangular Surveys Page49



Small Holding Claims

A 1910 Special Instructions for Group No. 2,
New Mexico:

T Surveyor required to post notices, in English and
Spanish, in at least three conspicuous places in each
township, citing settlers to submit proofs of their rights
to their respective tracts of land.

"For fAa claim lying entirel
CORNERS OF THE CLAIM will be connected by
course and distance with the nearest available public
|l and corner . o

They were from a 1910 survey that is when they started having government surveyors. Instead of
a contract, it was special instructions, so you can see it was a very early group number. Group
number two, New Mexico. Now we are up in the thousands for groobers.

But what it said is that the surveyor was required to post notices in English and Spanish in at

least three conspicuous places in each township citing settlers to submit proof of their rights to

their respected tracts of land. So they had towgdhere and publicize what they were doing so
people could come in and pull out their paper
proof . | have been |Iiving here for 20 years.
hanging on to receiptnd that would be a tough thing.

Another thing they stated in the special instructions was that for a claim lying entirely within two
sections, two corners of the claim will be connected by course and distance with the nearest
available public land cosr. So this is an area where this happened and you can see it makes for
a very busy plat.
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You can see all the lines. There are two lines going to each small holding claim from the nearest
public lands surveying corners. | will show on my diagtsere.l would like to show you a plat

here that shows numerous small holding claims. This along the Nembudo River near Dixon, New
Mexico. This shows how busy these plats can get. It makes it kind of hard to interpret
sometimes. This one has the two tegach small holding claim to the nearest public land

survey corner.
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Now if you look on the diagram we have, but right up here on the North is a quarter corner
which has numerous ties to it. Over on the west side of the section there is another one and that

shows all the ties.

The next slide shows in even more detailisTib the plaza area near Dixon and there are some
very small holding claims as you can see. And over on this side is the tie to the quarter corner.

Non-Rectangular Surveys Page52



Private Claims

What | would | i ke to talk about nofamilarrwgh pri va
them, these are within the Indian Pueblo Grants.

Private Claims

Hundreds of small non-Indian land claims located within
Pueblo Indian grants.

In early 1900s, rectangular survey system completed
within Pueblo grants.

At that time, private claims were identified and surveyed.

— Plat caveat “The data shown on this plat are merely a
portrayal of conditions existing on the ground at the time of
survey in the field, ..."

There are hundreds of these small-hwdian land claims that were located within the Pueblo

Indian Grants. It could be either because the people did not know where the boundagies of th
grants were or they didndét care. But there ha
course they took the areas along the rivers and the farming areas mostly.

In the early 1900s, the rectangular survey system was extended inside the puebldgthat

time they had to figure out how to segregate all these private claims. At that time they were
identified and surveyed. Most of them were |
surveying them. You will find that the measurememésraally good. But one thing that you

find out when we go back to resurvey them, sometimes the General Land Office monuments will

still be there but they will be under three or four feet of sand. Our surveyors have dug down and
have actually found thogaonuments under the sand.

So as they surveyed these they had these cave
show that on the screen.
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But it says the data shown on this plat are merely a portrayal of the conditions existing on the
gomd at the time of the survey in the field.
nobody had to adjudicate it yet as to the title of these private claims. At that point they were just
trying to sort out where everybody was located.

So webl | move on and this is a plat. This sho
Pueblo Grant which is in Section 7. You can see they are irregular in shape and they follow this

is going along and irrigation ditch. Acacia they call them. Whey thd is they surveyed the

lines of occupation. And then they gave them private claim numbers and different people would

have different, they might have several tracts of these but then at that time they would be

assigned a claim number. And private cl@ionners on each tract so then we will find out later

that there came a time when they had to adjudicate these and we will find out how that came

about.

But right now | have a close up on the screen of that statement.
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THE DATA SHOWN ON THIS PLAT ARE MERELY A PORTRAYAL OF CON:
DITIONS EXISTING ON THE GROUND AT THE TIME OF SURVEY IN THE

FIELD, WITHOUT RECOGNIZING, ESTABLISHING, OR ADMITTING ANY
RIGHT OF OCCUPANCY, TITLE, OR OWNERSHIP, LEGAL, EQUITABLE,
OR OTHERWISE, IN ANY PERSON OR PERSONS, WHOSE NAMES MAY

APPEAR HEREON, IN OR 10 ANY OF THE LANDS COVERED HEREBY.

| 6m sur e s o me hel amdwygicthisis wipat we need @ saly to cover ourselves, but
they put this when they did the private claims and surveys, it was just showing the conditions on
the ground at the time of the survey. They go on to say without recognizing established or
admitting any right of occupancy, title, or ownership, legal, equitable or otherwise and any
person or persons whose names may appear hereon, in or to any of the lands covered hereby.

That sounds like some lawyer speak but it was covering the surveyornglhihaiow it was just
showing the conditions on the ground.

So we will move on and find out that once they got these private survey claims surveyed, they
need to figure out who owned them and whether they were actually valid claims for the non
Indians, o the nonindians were on Indian land illegally.
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So they created an Act of June 7, 1924, you can look it up if you want. The Pueblo Lands Board
was created to address private claims within the Pueblo Grants. This Pueblo Lands Board acted
in its sovereig capacity as a guardian of said Pueblo Indians. That sounds like the word they use
now days, they call it the fiduciary trust responsibility.

Private Claims

A Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 636)

A Pueblo Lands Board created to address private claims
within Pueblo grants.

AP I Lands Board ac
g dian of said Pueb

ue
ua
responsibility)

A Members:
i Secretary of the Interior
T Attorney General
T Presidential Appointee

The Pueblo Lands Board had a responsibility to protect the rights of thelPae | ndi ans so
why they went through this process to determine whether the claims were valid or not. The
members, it was a pretty higlowered board. They had the Secretary of Interior was one of the
members, and the Attorney General and a presaleppointee.

What they did is they investigated the private claims and they submitted reports of findings.
They did reports on all of the Pueblos within New Mexico. Any private claimants who had
continuously paid taxes could claim adverse possesgib color of title since 1902 or without
color of title since 1889.
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Private Claims

A Pueblo Lands Board investigated private claims
and submitted reports of findings.

A Private claimants who had continuously paid
taxes could claim adverse possession, with color
of title (since 1902), or without color of title (since
1889).

A Attorney General filed suit, in U.S. District Court,
to quiet title to lands to which Board determined
that Indian title had not been extinguished.

So this was in 1924 when this Act came about and so you can see that they had to show that they
lived there for a while. Some of them actually lived there validly. The Indians had actually
granted, | read in some cases, certain areas that the settldrventhat were within the Pueblo
Grants. Then others just had moved in but they had not shown that they had a valid claim under
this Act.

The Attorney General then filed suit in U.S. District Court to quiet title to lands which the board
determinedhat the land title had not been extinguished. What that means by saying what had

not been extinguished, that meant it was still Indian lands. So that quieted the title, the Indians
knew it was their property. Those private claims that were surveyedwateialy rejected

because they were no longer private claims, they were not valid under this Act.
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Just for example, in 1928 the Pueblo Lands Board submitted a report on the Sandia Pueblo and
they entitled that report of title to lands granted or cargil to Pueblo Indians not extinguished.

| al ways had to kind of think about that word
rights were not extinguished so they still own what they had claimed.

Private Claims

A 1928, Pueblo Lands Board, Sandia Pueblo,
Report of Title to Lands Granted or Confirmed to
Pueblo Indians, Not Extinguished:

I 95 parcels, Indian title not extinguished (Indian land)
I 291 exceptions, Indian title extinguished (private land)

A Supplemental Plats prepared showing claims to
which Indian title had been extinguished
(exceptions)

A Monuments were not pulled on rejected private
claims.

So in that report there was 95 parcels where Indian title had not been extinguished so it was still

Indian land even though it had been surveyed in the early 1900s, it was actually Indian land. But
there were 291 exceptions and a lot of times | foundtttese were around like the town of

Burnaleo, contains many private claims that were not extinct and became private land, and then

around the town of Espanola also.

But what they did was they would prepare supplemental plats that showed the clasms to it
Indian title had been extinguished. What that meant, if it was extinguished, it was no longer
Indian title. It became an exception which meant it was private land and then the owners of
those private claims which had exceptions and they assignedieraeymbers, they could then

get title or patent from the Government. One problem is the monuments were not pulled on the
rejected private claims so some people would still use those private claim corners and there
could be confusion and people could #ayg is my property even though their rights had been
taken away by the Pueblo Lands Board ruling.

So they would prepare supplemental plats which would show which private claims that they
would put on their exception numbers and | will show an exanfleat
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ORIGIRAL

TOWNSHIP NO.12 NORTH, RANGE NO. 4 EAST OF THE NEW MEXICO PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN IN NEW MEXICO
Supplemental Plar Showing Privare Claims in Section 7

SANDIA _PUEBLO GRANT SHEET 9A

FIL

This is that same plat we saw earlier where t
survey but they added annotations to it and | will take the next slide where they will show the

exception numbers.

SANDIA ~PUEBLO GRANT

SA

TIITE
Exceplion Ne29 P.C.32 P PUBLIC SURVEY OFFICE
Jusn Mora; Jesus Cordov. SANTa L N, M,
Vencesiade Sisnercs
frank H.Porter

1.2BS A,

Juan Mora;Jesus Cordova
Venceslado Sianeros
Frank H.Port

1248 A

i 838 'u,
”"w,,’“"m/ =
kg S

can Exceplionk*30 POIIPI
u., {

The tracts shown upon tils supplesental ;
£ the provious survey,shown upon the pl
,&nd the field no £ Said earvey sonborm o
cantained in the report of the Rueblo Lands
rd and in tie Court deores. Excoption musbers,noted hereon,
refor to aaid report and Complaint mumbers refer to said dooree.

Blio durvey Office
Santa r-,u(.- Moxioo. une 30,1951,

This supplesental plat of Township No.12 North,Ranse Ko.4 Bast of
the New Mexico Prinoipal leridian,New Mexico,based upon the plat approved
Pobruary 12,1917, prepared for the purpose of showing olaims within the

a Puoblo Grant to which the Indian title has boen extinguishod in
nocordance with the findings of the Tusblo lands Board in its reno
dated January 10,1928 and in accordsnce with the d-nn- of the U
Distriot Court for the district of New Mexico in the ntitled *The
United States of Americs as Guardisn of the Indixoe o
Sandia in the State of New Mexico va.Oeorgs Abousleman ot
in Sauity),in pireuance of the act of Congress dated June 7,1924 (43 Seat{

636),18 hereby approved. >
A, %

0ffice Cadastral Eng
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Also there would be thos# people protested against the rulings of the Pueblo Lands Board and
they were able to convince the District Court then they would be given complaint numbers and
they would be able to patent their lands also.

Qraguanad

Her ebs an ex amp lhere. aMe tavd tiee lcdmplaint numbere | beli¢ve ibsays
exception number 27. Then here, this one is actually a complaint because at first the Pueblo
Lands Board had ruled that it the Indian title had not been extinguished. They were able to
appeal to theourt and get that ruling overruled. So anytime, you see these type of plats where

they have exception numbers on them or they have complaint numbers, that means that that has
become private land.

Now you have to be careful because within the Puetiledndians have purchased a lot of these

private claims that had exceptions on them and they now are Indian land. So you have to be
aware of that.
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Land Grants, Small Holding Claims, and Reservations, Part 2
Military Reservations

Well now | would like to talk about military reservations. Basically they were established for
military purposes.

Military Reservations

AEstablished for
in unsurveyed areas on the frontier.

A Originally surveyed as metes and bounds tracts
by U.S. Army engineers in 1860s to 1870s;
submitted plats and one-page field notes.

A Surveys began at an initial point within the
military post (ANW corn
Spring, o0 ncentre of Par

A The Army monumented corners of tracts and set
wooden posts every half mile along boundaries.

Mainly as cavalry forts to protect the settlers coming west of the wagon trains usuaHly in un

surveyed areas on the fronti€driginally they were surveyed as metes and bounds tracts by the

U.S. Army engineers in the 1860s to the 1870s
would just put a onpage field notes. They were pretty basic and most of the time, what | saw

they made them square so they didndédt have a | ot

The surveys usually began at an initial point within the military post such as a northwest corner

of a shed covering Bear Spring. The Centre of Parade ground or it couldflag thale. When

| was a ceop student | worked out in Nebraska. We were trying to re establish the Ft. Carney
Reservation out there. We were trying to find out if anybody knew where the old flag pole used
to be. So that 6s abhwas usyally a pomtrihey tiedha whigh wasdhe k n o w
initial point of their survey. The Army would monument corners of the tract and they would set
wooden posts every half mile along the boundaries.

We 61 | show a plat of the. actual Ft. Wingate I
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They really had a lot of topol always wondered how they did this without Arial photos but |
guess they were pretty good. There is not a lot of survey information but there is a lot of
topography. If you look on the right hand side of this map, there is a detail of the areatheound
fort or the actual part that has the buildings and everything. But this is an example of what the

plats are like. This is a blow up of the title of the plat it says military reservation of Ft. Wingate,
New Mexico.

H2ler. ’ﬂ@mn.w/&bﬁ

. oF FORT

WIVCATE N

i _,‘f‘d :é/”def_gcem 0 Gorrey: el
7 57 44 ege@ .c‘omcmz/”@,é‘.; f- Y e
| e HMeocico. cjfg__ff s TPt P s 50 L /’”‘,'

| s e S 35t ﬂ,..mz _/,-.,‘ 700 v - A
' eI 2irmaRes, 2 cora o ile

/
ff/}" el
Sy

Non-Rectangular Surveys Page62



It wassurveyed by the order of a certain general and it does tell you what the magnetic variation
was that they wused. Il 6m assuming that they su
it was surveyed by, it was by Captain Phillips who was a CaptdireiArmy Engineers.

So |l etdéds move on. This is about all they hav

o5 e

I smeen At socn ainal ok eaaviy e !
i The initisl.pojaliciTNeEEXeY 1 At the Horen.¥
T QF.nm iphed > : B i P

P ., 5.®hie point la marked. Dy € geeden pos¥. Tounteen (I4) 3

- mguare on teop and lettered as Fellowsi . Fot. Foing Mil{ Resaiw,
Batab. Now. 1Oth. 3069, Mag. Yar. 13 3O X. Long. W.
L 3s* 1et.

i i
From thie poimt. due North five (5) miles to a point on the

following the boundary. due Xast.

of thne

ath West corn. ox; themde due North ten (10) miles! to
rner: thence due East five (5) miles to close the
firat mentioned pdint on the eame.
A1l corners and half miles mre maxked by poste six (6)
inches (4) inches. and eix (6) feet in length, and branded

ench side with the letters "U.S.M.R.%

ltdés kind of hard to see on the screen but th
northwest corner of the shed covering the Bear Spring. Then theg goulorth 5 miles to the

north boundary and then they would go east 5 miles and then go south 10 miles and they would

go around that property. In this case it was 100 square miles, it was 10 miles by 10 miles. We

will find out that that particular resation was expanded another 30 square miles, so it was 130
sqguare mil es. So thatés how they basically d
Reservations, military reservations were officially created by Executive Orders, Acts of

Congress and they were often enlarged or reduced in size.
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Military Reservations

A Reservations officially created by Executive
Orders and Acts of Congress; often enlarged or
reduced in size.

A Rectangular survey system was not originally
extended within military reservations; fractional
townships were created around them.

A U.S. Deputy Surveyors resurveyed the exterior
boundaries of reservations and closed against
them.

A Many forts later abandoned for military purposes.

The rectangular survey system was not originally extended within the military reservations so
this created fractional townships around the exteriors of them. They wwoulieshes of the

townships and sections up to the boundary and they would not further break them down in size.
| guess the Army did not have a reason for that to happen. The U.S. Deputy Surveyors
resurveyed the exteriors of the boundaries of the regamgatind then they closed against them.

Many of these forts were | ater abandoned for
in. They would want to complete the rectangular survey system within the grant and that is what
happenedinthecasef Ft . Wi ngate. That | and was actuall

divided up between the Navajo and the Zuni tribes.

So ités kind of interesting. Il got a |little
familiar with because | was thieviewer on the platting and the field notes for this area where we
did completion surveys. | will get into that a little bit more.
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Ft. Wingate, New Mexico

A Originally surveyed by U.S. Army in 1869 as 10-
mile square tract (100 square miles); officially
established by Executive Order in 1870.

A Enlarged by 1881 Executive Order to include an
additional 30 square miles for supplying the post
with Ati mber for necess

A In 1881, U.S. Deputy Surveyor resurveyed
boundaries, setting stone mile corners, and
creating fractional townships adjacent to the
reservation.

Ft. Wingate was originally surveyed by the U.S. Army in 1869 as a ten mile squasntidben
under an Executive Order. Then it was established in 1870. Then they had another Executive
Order in 1881 that added another 30 square miles to the south end of it. Timber, so they could
have timber for necessary building materials so they exgohtiir fort. In 1881, the U.S.

Deputy Surveyor rsurveyed the boundaries and he set mile corners around the outside and he
created fractional townships adjacent to the reservation.
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So herebs a copy of that pfthigisthe oldreseryation, FC an s e
Wingate. This is the boundary here and hestblished the mile corners and then he closed in
like this and he lotted against the boundaries so this was still just one big parcel on the inside.

Just like to give dttle history on Ft. Wingate. It is located just a few miles east of Gallop, New
Mexico. If you are driving down-40 if you look to the south you can see the bunkers up on the
hillside. They are still there where they used to store the ammuirittlecame an important
ordinance depot during the World Wars, it was what | call an ammo dump. One time it was said

to obtain the worlds largest supply of dynamite.

Non-Rectangular Surveys Page66



Ft. Wingate, New Mexico

* Became importantordnance depot (*ammo
dump”)during World Wars. At onetime, saidto
have containedthe world’s largest supply of
dynamite.

In 1956-57, BLMresurveyed W. boundary and
found certain mile corner stones with “marks of a
different characterthan those previously found,”
butaccepted them as the true corners.

1999-2001, BLM resurveyed boundaries and
completed the rectangular survey system within
the abandonedfort.

Well in 1956 to 1957 the BLM resurveyed the west boundary and found certain mile corners
with marks of a different character then those previously found, but accepted them as the true

corners.

FORT WINGATE RESERVATION
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| think this could be a problem that you could run intotbere as the army may have re
monumented things but it is very difficult to find records of what they did. In 1999, the BLM,
their task was to go out and resurvey the boundaries of the abandoned fort and to complete the
rectangular survey system withime abandoned fort. So we will move on here. This slide shows
a plat of the 1957 resurvey of the west boundary.

They also created an area called the Wingate Ordinance Depot and they put the boundary of that
in there also. But we will move on and | wslhow some more plats. This is the survey crew. It
is a pretty interesting area. It had mazes and cliffs and trees, it was real pretty, red rock area.

BOUNDARY SURVEY OF WINGATE ORDNANCE DEPOT
IN TS. I3, 14, AND IS N., RS. 16 AND I7 W. OF THE NEW MEXICO PRINGIPAL MERIDIAN, NEW MEXICO

TISN, RIEW. - C
-

Alright moving on this is a picture of the plat of the exteriors. It is kind of an index plat we
resurveyed most of the west boundary, the north boundary.
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SHEET | OF 4
ABANDONED FORT WINGATE MILITARY RESERVATION

FRACTIONAL TOWNSHIPS: TOWNSHIP I3 NORTH, RANGES 16 AND |7 WEST, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, RANOE |7 WEST,
AND TOWNSHIP 18 NORTH, RANGES 13, 16 AND I7 WEST, NEW MEXICO PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, NEW MEXICO

DEPENDENT RESURVEY
INDEX SHEET

SHEET 2

Then we completed the townships inside that area. This shows one of the townships that was
completed. The idea of a completion survey is to come up with the most regular sections you
can and that is what was donEhey created regular sections on thd past of the township and
then they closed to the westou can see there is a large tract which was called Tract 37. That
was an area that the Army was keeping for
t he thing, IiThabistheiTract37he mi ddlI e.
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NSHIP 14 NORTH, RANGE 17 WEST, OF THE NEW MEXICO PRIN
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Indian Reservations

Next | would like to talk about Indian reservations. This is a big issue for BLM Cadastral
Survey. As we carry out our trust responsibilities these days and a lot of that involves surveying

the boundaries dhdian reservation.

" Indian Reservations

‘ A Established by Treaties or Acts of Congress.
\
|
[

A Many reservations were later enlarged, reduced
or amended by Executive Orders.

" ‘ A Early treaty boundary descriptions were usually

vague in nature and described by geographic
features, such as rivers, mountain ranges,

2 meridians or parallels of latitude.

] ‘ A Most western reservations surveyed in the 1860s
to 1880s.
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Most Indian reservations, pretty much all of them were established by Treaties or Acts of
Congress.

Many reservations were later enlarged, reduced, or amended by Executive Orders. The early
treatyboundary descriptions were usually vague in nature and described by geographic features
such as rivers, mountain ranges, meridians or parallels of latitude.

It sounds kind of familiar because that is kind of how the old Spdnéstican land grants were
described. It was difficult especially when they referred to a geographic feature to exactly
pinpoint that on the ground. So that was the task of the early surveyors of the Indian reservations.
Now most of the western reservations were surveyed in $@s18 the 1880s. Now | would like

to go to the overhead and show were out authority for surveying Indian reservations comes from
within BLM Cadastral Survey. So if we go to the elmo, we will take a look at that.

| was able to find this on the internet by looking up U.S. Code 25 and | will zoom in a little here,
and try to center it a little bit. If you can read that | will just read that, it says survey of
reservations whenever it becomes necessary so survegdiag br any other reservation, any
lands the same shall be surveyed under the direction and control of the Bureau of Land
Management and as nearly as may be in conformity to the rules and regulations to which other
public lands are surveyed. So there f&ve out authority to survey these boundaries comes

from.

Thatdéds why | think it is important when doing
a federal authority. Like | said it started out being surveyed by that GLO, they surveyed the
bourdaries under contract originally after that in about 1910 they started with government

surveyors and that has carried on today. So | go to the next slide here. A specific example of

Indian reservation boundary is the Navajo Reservation.
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Navajo Indian Reservation

A Original treaty signed June 1, 1868, by General W.T.
Sherman, Indian Peace Commissioner, and chiefs of the
Navajo Nation.

AFrom this day forwar
to this agreement s

A Article 2: Describes boundaries:

i North i 37" Parallel N. Latitude

" South i E. and W. line passing through old Ft. Defiance
Easti Meridian passing through old Ft. Lyon (Ft. Wingate)

' Westi About Meridian 109d 306
the outlet of Cafion-de-Chelly

It is the | argest reservation in the United S
a very big area. The original treaty was signed June 1, 1868 by General W.T. Sherman. Indian
Peace Commissioner and the chiefs of the NaMaition. | thought that was interesting because,

| dondt associate W.T. Sherman with being a p
march to sea and the Sherman tank. It is kind of interesting that he is serving in the capacity of

the Peace Comissioner.

So I'will go on to read about it Article One of the treaty says that from this day forward all war
between the parties to this agreement, shall forever cease. In Article Two describes the

boundaries on the north was thé"$arallel N. Latitude. The south was the east and west line

passing through Ft. Defiance. The east was a meridian passing through Ft. Lyon, which is FFt.

Wi ngate that we spoke about earlier. The wes
embraces the oetl of Canorde-Chelly. So it would have been a difficult thing to lay that out

because some of the descriptions were a little bit vague and had to be figured out on the ground.

And that is what happened when the original surveyor came in, E.N. Dadmbig/name. | will
proceed to the next slide. This is continuing on about the articles that are withigatige t
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1868 Navajo Treaty

A Article 5: Allowed for individual allotments of farm land
within the reservation, not to exceed 160 acres. Allowed
for the President to order a survey of the reservation.

A Article9: Al l owed for the const
wagon-roads, mail stations, or other works of utility or
necessityo across the reser
must pay the tribe damages assessed by three
disinterested commissioners appointed by the President
(including one tribal member).

AAl so,
of f

tribe agreed That th
f from the settl ements wo

Article Five allowed for individual allotments of farm land within the reservation, not to exceed
160 aces. It allowed for the President to order a survey of the reservation. In Article Nine
allowed for the construction of railroads, wagomads, mail stations, or other works of utility or
necessity. And you know it &latersButGheyware nt i on
allowed to cross reservations but the government had to pay the tribe damages.

| think it is interesting because it says it was based on the damages would be assessed by 3
disinterested commissioners appointed by the Presidentlinglone tribal member. So they
allowed the tribal member to help decide what the payment would be for these things that
crossed the land on the reservation. Also an interesting note the tribe agreed that they would
never capture or carry off from thettsement women or children. So that is the Navajo treaty. |
will continue on.

The original survey of the Navajo Reservation as | said was surveyed by E.N. Darling U.S.
Surveyor and Astronomer in 1869.
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Original Survey of Navajo
Reservation

A Surveyed by E.N. Darling, U.S. Surveyor and
Astronomer, in 1869.

A SE corner established as the Initial Point for the
Navajo (Special) Meridian, which still controls
one township in Arizona, but none in New
Mexico. (See Initial Points by Al White)

set every
0 but cor
to as 0l
alog4ec. 13; 40.00 chs.

é for [ C
M with 2 no

He establisheche southeast corner as the initial point for the Navajo to sometimes called the
special meridian and it still controls one township in Arizona, but none in New Mexico.

You can see Al Whiteb6s the Initial deadednt s boo
when they were extending the surveys in New Mexico they continued on with the New Mexico
principle meridian which we kind of when over the top of the old Navajo meridian. They also did

the same in Arizona with the Gila Salt River meridian. So tisemet much left of the townships

of the Navajo meridian, but the initial point was found not that long ago and it was the initial

point for the original surveys of the reservation.

When E.N. Darling surveyed the reservation around the exteriordhefset a mile corner.

Every mile he set mile corners, but he was also making these corners of the rectangular system,
so the corners that were in between these mile corners exterior he called them quarter corners. |
have an excerpt from the field noteattays on North on the B4nile along Section 1; 40

chains sandstone for ¥4 corner; then 80 chains sandstone, marked 64M 3 with 2 notches and pits.
So its kind of a mixture of marking corners with the mile marker number on them, and then also

the half nile markers he marked as quarter corners because they were supposed to also serve as a
quarter corners for the rectangular survey system.

This is a plat, the original plat and | was researching for this class and | looked through the
records we have iBanta Fe at the BLM and | found this original map it is done in 1869,
something like that.
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And it was a big old map it wasnét one that w
exteriors of the boundary that was done by Darling; | got a clo$ere this is the title, it was
actually 1869 thatés right, so it says it was
and it shows how it goes through certain topographic features like Ft. Wingate and Ft. Defiance

and it also shows it gointg Canorde-Chelly.

AR R

OUNDARY ™

o,

of the East SouthWest."‘Nord}.. b
BOUNDARY or v NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION.

Surveyed under the direstion of’ the Hon.doseph SWilsos,
Commissioner (teneral Land Offies, Departient «a.Interior.
By ENDARLING USS.Survasg Astrononer. '
1809,
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Ok we wi |l |l more on here. Then in the same ar e
about 4 feet tall and 2 feet wide. | found this in our records.

o7t 5\ >
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S el Lovvrrct aAZF- I:,,__,.,,., s i s ok

Rl 7

3

This is where Darling went in and surveyed the exteriors of the township boundaries within the
reservation. Now a | ot of those since they ha
extended the New Mexico Principle Meridian townships and the omesArizona also over

this area, but these are the ones that Darling established back in the latd hB08%kind of

interesting, this is the title, it says map of the exterior lines of townships of the Navajoe Indian
Reservation | thhtofled.t see it spell ed
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But it makes it look like Navajoe instead of Navajo. But it was surveyed by E.N. Darling U.S.
Surveyor and Astronomer in 1869 als®peaking of Indian reservation boundaries, | thought a
good example was the Zuni Indian Reservation.

- Zuni Indian Reservation

j A Boundaries amended by May 1, 1883
- Executive Order
|

4 ABoundaries are a combination of metes
i and bounds and rectangular survey system
lines.

A West boundary is a portion of the New
d Mexico-Arizona state boundary.
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The boundaries were amended by M&y 883 by Executive Order and the boundaries are a
combination of metes and bounds and the rectangular survey system lines. And the west
boundary is the portion of the New Mexico/Anmostate boundary.

So this one has an interesting plat. You can see where a lot of it is straight and some is stair
stepping up through the rectangular. If you look in here it is stair stepping through the section
lines but as you look along here it is all metes and bowypeasdiagonal type survey.

Later another Executive Order in the Zuni Reservation also added this area up in here which was
rectangular survey. | was in my job now, | was fortunate to be able to do a field investigation of
the west boundary of the Zuni & vation that there was a controversy with a fence because on
the west side there was Navajo lands and east side of the Arizona State boundary. The New
Mexico boundary was the Zuni boundary.

So we went out there and we said well here is the fence amishehere the boundary is and |
convinced the tribal leaders that the fence had not been built on the boundary like it was suppose
to be and one thing that | found that was interesting, we went along the boundary and we were
finding found all the mile m&ers and they had been resurveyed | think back in the 90s by the
Arizona State Office and we found some corners that were actually tree monuments.

Where the mile corner fell exactly in the middle of a big Juniper tree. And we found the tree
probably nowabout four feet in diameter and could see the scribe marks from 1875 when it was
done and it was pretty interesting, coming all those miles from the 4 corners south, that two of
the corners happened to hit in the middle of these trees and that is sgngethmay run across

on doing these boundaries.
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National Parks and Monuments

These types of surveys were established by Acts of Congress and Executive Orders in 1872.

National Parks and Monuments

A Established by Acts of Congress and
Executive Orders.

Aln 1872, Yellowstone
first national park.

A National parks and monuments were first
managed by the departments of War,
Agriculture, and the Interior.

An 1916, National Park Service was
established.

Yellow stone became thve o r IfidtdNational Parksrad Monuments. These were first managed
by the Departments of War, Agriculture, and finally Department of the Interior. And in 1916, the
National Parks Service was established. These areas were set aside as public resources for
recreation, education, andnstarships and the preservation of endangered landscapes, natural
communities and species. | think | found that out of a website.
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National Parks and Monuments

A Set aside as public resources for
recreation, education, scholarship, and the
preservation of endangered landscapes,
natural communities, and species.

A National Parks exist in 25 states.

A Lands purchased from private individuals,
received by private donations, or taken
from the public domain.

The Nationals Parks Service exist in 25 states and there are a lot of National Monuments in other
states besides.

A lot of times the land was purchased by private individuals or received by private donations. Or
taken from the public domain. And the boanies were surveyed by contract Deputy Surveyors
and GLO/BLM surveyors. | was fortunate | worked on portions of Mount McKinley or Denali
National Park up in Alaska in the early 80 that was interesting project that we did part of

that boundary. Butsually the tracts were large metes and bounds tracts that have mile corners
and angle points.
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National Parks and Monuments

A Boundaries surveyed by contract deputy
surveyors and GLO and BLM surveyors.

A Usually large metes and bounds tracts with
mile corners and angle points.

A Many later expanded and may follow
aliquot parts or residential subdivision
boundaries.

Many of these parks were later expanded and may follow aliquot parts or residential subdivisions
boundaries.

In Albuquerque thg have been, they created the Petroglyph National Monument which as these
areas with all these Indian Petroglyph, on the rocks and it happens that this is right in the west
side of Albuquerque where there are a lot of houses and everything, residentibgris.

So the boundaries of this National Monument
that area where the monument is, is a bignogrea.So if you are in Albuquerque, you can look

to the west and you can see these, there arélike volcanic peaks sticking up and a big open
area that would be the Petroglyph National Monument.
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| just wanted to show you this is national parks survey, if you look on the top of the screen you
can see nice little postcardew of Crater Lake up i@regon.

If you look at the bottom picture that is the surveyor view of the boundary. That is one of the
surveyors out of the Oregon State Office. They were working under some challenging
conditions here. But the surveyors are used to that sortngf, tiiey always see the interesting
side of the National Parks when they are working on the boundaries.

So | will move on here. This is a plat that was prepared of the rectangular survey system. If you
look in the upper left corner you can see thisrat€r Lake itself.
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Over here is Mount Scott, which is on the upper level of Crater Lake. Crater Lake is like a big
volcano that collapsed and the middle is filled in with a beautiful deep lake. So this is what it was
like before they created the NatairPark in here and | will move on to the next slide | will go
ahead and click that off.
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